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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year!
Welcome back, Cardinals! I
hope everyone had a wonderful
holiday season and enjoyed your
time off during winter break
with close family members.
Family gatherings might have
looked a little different this year
but I am hopeful that you had a
safe and blessed holiday.
As I look back on the first part
of the school year trying to
navigate COVID-19, I would
be remiss not starting with a
big thanks to our parents. In our Restart 2020 Plan, we asked you to
make a difficult decision on whether to have your child(ren) participate
in our newly created Cardinal Digital Academy (CDA) or return to inperson learning. Additionally, we placed an important request to our
parents/guardians to notify the school district within 24 hours if your
child received a positive COVID-19 test result or was identified as a
close contact. Our success in being able to conduct in-person learning
thus far has been due to your cooperation and diligence.
Another word of appreciation goes out to our AMAZING staff members.
I asked the staff to not only get our facilities equipped for in-person
learning but to also continue with the cleaning protocols established by
the COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 schools
and the Reset and Restart Planning guide. It has been a monumental task
but our staff members have been an integral part in our ability to conduct
in-person learning.
In addition, we created an on-line school to meet the needs of our students
that did not feel comfortable returning for in-person learning. A special

thanks goes out to Director Joe Maroni and all of the CDA teachers that
are participating in this endeavor. We will continue this program for the
second semester as we navigate the COVID-19 school year.
Finally, a word of thanks to our students that have worked so hard to
follow our Return to Learn guidelines wearing face coverings, social
distancing, and washing hands. This “Stronger Together” mentality has
truly assisted in our efforts as well. Great job students!
I would like to thank the entire Canfield community for passing the
renewal levy this past November. The renewal allows us to pay for our
day-to-day operations as well as important student support services, such
as occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy and counseling.
These dollars will help offset the additional funds we needed to get the
school year started under new health guidelines. We appreciate your
support of our vision and goals for the district.
As the second semester begins, my hope is to continue in-person
learning for as long as possible. Key factors in the decision making to
continue with in-person learning include whether or not we are able
to staff buildings and being able to control the spread of the virus in
the school setting. If we need to shift to Emergency Remote Learning
2.0, our teaching staff is prepared. Our teachers have worked around
the clock and continue to participate in professional development to
be ready to flip their traditional classrooms into Google classrooms if
needed. For a better understanding of our plan, please go to our district
website.
In this newsletter, you will see how wonderful our school system truly
is, which is only made possible by our outstanding students and staff. On
a personal note, I want to thank the entire community for the numerous
phone calls, emails, and cards welcoming me to the district. In these
difficult times, your support is greatly appreciated. Best wishes for a
fantastic 2021!
Sincerely,
Joseph Knoll, Superintendent

SCHOOL HEALTH AND WELLNESS UPDATE
By: Canfield School Nurses

Thank you Canfield for helping
to keep our schools open and
safe. As nurses we are awed
by how wonderful you have
been so far this school year.
Our parents, students and staff
have done an outstanding job
of adhering to our mitigating
efforts and notifying us as soon
as positive results are received. We recently added four AV germicidal
disinfectant machines to combat the COVID-19 virus. They are being
used nightly in our offices and in classrooms where positive cases or
close contacts have been identified.
Our Superintendent, Mr. Knoll, is a member of the Canfield Covid Task
Force and serves as the Educational Chair.The Education Sub-committee
goal is to determine what data points and messaging needs to be
communicated to our community members.This task force ensures that
the City,Township, and Schools are united in the fight against COVID -19
in the Canfield Community.

As we continue to navigate through these unpresented times, we must
continue to monitor ourselves daily and stay home if ill. You can help
with Operation Stay Open Canfield by:
• Maintaining social distancing of at least 6 feet from all who are not a
member of the same household.
• Wearing a mask (properly covering the mouth and nose) when in
public and with friends and family.
• Increasing caution when interacting with others not practicing social
distancing or wearing masks.
• Washing hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
• Avoiding touching the face, and covering coughs and sneezes into the
elbow or a tissue.
• Avoiding unnecessary gatherings with people who don’t live in your home.
• Conducting daily health/symptom self-evaluations and staying home
if not well, waiting on test results, or experiencing two or more
symptoms with an unknown cause.
• Fever, Chills, Cough, Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
Fatigue, Muscle or body aches, Headache, New Loss of Taste
and/or Smell, Sore throat, Congestion or runny nose, GI Issues
(nausea, vomiting or diarrhea)
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In collaboration with Mahoning County Public Health and our district
COVID committee, we are following the 10-day quarantine guidance
that does not require testing, provided there are NO symptoms, in order
to return to school.We believe this is the safest way to protect our staff
and students. Please keep in mind that you will also be contacted by a
district employee if your child is deemed a close contact of a positive
case. We will provide you with a safe return date. We appreciate your
cooperation with this, and as healthcare providers, we, like you, are
looking forward to things going back to normal.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.

CANFIELD LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL SERVICES
UPDATE…
By: Mr. John Vitto, Director

Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) district
and building-level teams are
immersed in training and planning.
Teams consist of teachers,
counselors, psychologists, district
and building-level administrators,
middle
school
and
high
school students, a behavior specialist, and parents. PBIS is an
implementation framework for maximizing the selection and
use of evidence-based prevention and intervention practices
along a multi-tiered continuum that supports the academic,
social, emotional, and behavioral competence of all students.
The three-tiered model provides for all students to receive
behavioral and social-emotional supports at the universal tier
(Tier I). The second level of the continuum (Tier II) focuses
on at-risk students who
need more than universal
supports for behavioral and
social-emotional
success.
The third level of support is
individualized and intensive
(Tier III) for students who
need more personalized
assistance.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Coming in 2021...Our PBIS teams will be using the School
Climate Survey with parents/guardians, school staff, and students
in grades 3-12. The survey is brief, anonymous, and completed
online. A link to the family survey will be available the first
week of February on our district website. All staff and students
in grades 3-12 will take a survey at school during this week.
The data collected from this survey will be used to identify
stakeholder perceptions in order to focus our efforts on
improving our school climate.

2020 COPS OFFICE SCHOOL
VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM
GRANT BRINGS RAPTOR TO
CANFIELD SCHOOLS IN 2021
The Canfield Local School District in partnership with the
City of Canfield and the Canfield Police Department will
soon have the Raptor system in all buildings. The City of
Canfield was awarded a grant for over $73,000 from the US
Department of Justice, 2020 COPS Office School Violence
Prevention Program. The grant requires the use of evidencebased school safety programs. The Raptor system meets all
grant specifications.
emotional learning has also been shown to positively impact
economic mobility and mental health outcomes. Developing
these skills in our students is an important part of meeting the
needs of the whole child.
Our school counselors in collaboration with local mental health
professionals and resources, hope to educate and support not
just our current Cardinals but their families, especially during
this challenging time. It truly takes a village to inspire change, so
we invite you to join us in breaking the stigma of mental health
and start a new conversation.
We are consistently curating resources to keep our students
and community informed and connected. Please take a moment
to check out our Social Emotional Learning Library on our
website or by scanning the QR code. Topics include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

www.casel.org
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND
WELLNESS IS A PRIORITY …
By: School Counselors

The Canfield Schools are committed to educating the whole
child. We believe in “heartening’ rather than hardening’, and that
social and emotional wellness is the foundation for academic
learning, upon which happy, healthy futures are built.
The Ohio Department of Education and The Collaborative for
Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL), created SocialEmotional Learning (SEL) standards. These standards develop
the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to understand and
manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show
empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships
and make responsible decisions. Research demonstrates that
students who receive support for social and emotional learning
in schools do better academically, socially and behaviorally. Social-
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Developing Good Mental Health & Resiliency
Harassment, Bullying & Cyber-Bullying
Anxiety, Depression & Suicide
Internet & Social Media Safety (Dangers of Child
Exploitation)
Drugs & Alcohol Education & Addiction Support
Developing Healthy Relationships, Domestic &
Intimate Partner Abuse & Support
Grief, Divorce, & Coping with Loss
Diversity, Oppression & Creating Inclusive
Environments
Financial Support & Community Resources

Raptor is a visitor management system used by more than
32,000 schools nationwide. The system will screen every
visitor, contractor, and volunteer instantly against the most
reliable and up-to-date U.S. sex offender databases in all 50
states. The system will check visitors against custom school
or district databases which can contain custody alerts and/or
banned visitors. Raptor will immediately alert administrative
and security personnel should a visitor be identified as a risk
and keep dangerous individuals out of your schools.
Superintendent Joe Knoll says, “The Canfield Police
Department was instrumental in securing the funding which
allows us to have Raptor in each building. This is one more
layer of protection for our students and staff.” The grant also
includes the purchase of two bi-directional amplifiers that
will improve police radio communication within Canfield
High School and the Mahoning County Career and Technical
Center. The district is working with the Police Department
and hopes to have everything in place beginning in 2021.

Elementary Schools Focus:

The Elementary School Counselor is leading lessons on
identifying emotions,self- regulation, self control, empathy,
gratitude, and respecting others. Friendship groups have started
at C.H. Campbell and will begin at Hilltop soon. The friendship
groups focus on the following:
• Learning how to interact with peers in a positive
manner
• Recognizing what makes good friendships
• Developing an appreciation for who they are as an
individual
The District held “Start With Hello” Week to teach our students
how to create a culture of inclusion and connectedness. The
fun-filled week had daily themes, activities and discussion. The
national Start With Hello program brings attention to the
growing epidemic of loneliness and social isolation, which can
often lead to bullying, violence, and depression.

L-R: Elementary students
Kellan Slagle, Grace Black,
Ryan Fridley, Satyana
Bounpane are encouraging
their peers to stay
connected during “Start
With Hello” Week.

High School Focus:

The High School Counseling Department is creating student
movements that focus on being mindful, living intentionally, and
taking action to create an inclusive community. Students will
participate in, Linkages, an evidenced-based curriculum that
provides suicide prevention, depression education, and trains
them on when and how to get help when necessary. Students
are challenged to “pay it forward” through volunteerism, peertutoring and we soon plan to begin recruitment and training of
peer mentors to work with our Cardinals at CVMS.

Middle School Focus:

The Middle School Counselor is leading lessons to help students
with the most common issues they deal with in middle school.
Topics may include stress, anxiety, conflict resolution, social
media and cyberbullying, peer pressure, interacting with peers
in a positive way, empathy, self-image, and more. Students in
7th and 8th grade will participate in, Linkages, an evidencedbased curriculum that provides suicide prevention, depression
education, and trains them on when and how to get help when
necessary.

www.canfieldschools.net

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
FREE LUNCHES
The National School Lunch Program is providing
FREE meals for ALL students for the 20202021 school year. According to the USDA, students
will have free meals as the country recovers from the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Students must take 3 (milk, vegetable, and
fruit) to get lunch for free!
Students are encouraged to still have money in their
PaySchools account for additional purchases such as the
snack bar, extra entrees, extra milk, etc.

CARDINAL COMMUNIQUE
january 2021

An enlightened person once stated, “Tough times don’t
necessarily build character, but they certainly REVEAL
character.” The Canfield High School community
continues to meet the challenge of our national
pandemic and perform magnificently in the face of
adversity. We could not be more proud of the efforts
of our students, parents, faculty, and staff during this
very arduous time. Teachers and staff have done an
extraordinarily, great job in providing students with a
safe, nurturing environment while continuing the high
level of academic rigor expected in this magnificent
community. Canfield High School would like to thank
everyone for their superb efforts. We hope you had an
enjoyable holiday season.

CHS students rock pink in a district wide Pink Out
in support of those affected by Breast Cancer. L-R:
Mrs. Gerberry, Nicolena Horvat, Kip Stewart, Abby
Ambrose, Mackenzie Koenig, Emma Campbell, Tyler
Carney, Matteo Ricciardi

As always, GO CARDS!
Mike Moldovan

CHS student art work was recently purchased by the
PTA of Canfield and prominently displayed in the main
hall way of the high school. Thank you PTA!!
Halloween is a beloved CHS event and even though
there were no “scenes and skits” our students and
staff still came in costume. Check out Mrs. Ford as
“The Grinch” and Evan McNally as a farmer.

CHS staff members Mr. Graff, Mr. Strohecker, Mr.
Amato, and Mrs. Gennaro greet students as they enter
CHS daily with different themes as they temperature
screen. The hope is to calm students with a little
humor as they enter the building.

CHS seniors, Michael Minenok and Demar Clark
show off a new “wash station” donated by the
Mahoning County Commissioners to help us stay
clean and safe this school year!

CHS Head Football Coach Mike Pavlansky recently
recorded his 150th victory. Coach “Pav” has built one
of the state’s most successful and admired programs
both academically and athletically in the state of Ohio.

The 2020 Homecoming Court and Queen, Anna
Kerensky. (L-R:Olivia Knight, Jordan Helmick, Anna
Kerensky, Meera Sethi, Marisa Sheetz.)
Congratulations to Aurora
Fares! Her charcoal drawing
entitled: “The Stare” is
currently on display in
Columbus at the Ohio
House of Representatives
Student Art Exhibit. This
honor is bestowed to a
single art teacher (Mr.
Hoops) and their student,
in each representative’s
district, with a total of 99
pieces in the exhibit.

The spirit of giving was in the air at Canfield High School! This
year, the school supplied items for over 100 Angel Tags. Students
collected toys for weeks. The truckload of toys was delivered
earlier this month. The Student Council at Canfield High School
spearheads the annual Salvation Army Angel Tag drive.

www.canfieldschools.net

Big Red and the Cardinal Pride Marching Band didn’t
miss a beat as they performed at our games.

The Speech and Debate Team is off to a fantastic
start, bringing home five 1st place team finishes as of
December 12, 2020. Competing virtually can’t stop
these Cards, pictured is Josh Farley who competes in
United States Extemp.
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As the principal of Canfield Village Middle School, we are
pleased to present another form of communication to
our families and community members. Despite all of our
hurdles, it has been business as usual here at CVMS. The
students and staff have been working hard to make the
best of a tough situation. I am so proud of everyone and
look forward to brighter days ahead.
Sincerely,
Judd Rubin

Students and staff enjoyed the beautiful weather this
fall as they took their classrooms outdoors to learn.

The Canfield Village Middle School Student Council
members hosted a food drive and 4,735 pounds of
food were donated to the second Harvest Food Bank
which will make .

Not all jack-o’-lanterns are carved. Students in the
Engineering class used the design process and a solidmodeling CAD program to design the materials for
their pumpkins. (L-R) Amy You, Abby Frease, Maddie
Bland, Anna Vennetti, Aubrey Vernon, and Bella Corll
Our teachers Ms. Johnson and Mr. Jugenheimer stayed
after school to help build the desk shields that are in
our classrooms.

Snow globes from around the world (L-R: Abigail
Hallas, Anna Burnett, Olivia Hivey, Lia Sahli) and Rosie
the Riveter, Kara Crawford made a visit to CVMS for
Halloween.

Do you know what the sixth grade teacher Scrabble
tiles spell? The students were challenged to figure out
the word and the point value.

Officer Lamping, School Resource Officer, spends
time talking to students about phone safety and
bullying in Health classes.

CONGRATULATIONS
Mr. John Tullio on your retirement!
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We thank you for
your 49 years in education!

The crazier, the better! Check out Abby Frease, David
Murphy, and Mrs. Nagy on Crazy Sock Day during
Start with Hello Week.

www.canfieldschools.net

Thanks to the Canfield Rotary, the CVMS book room
was transformed into a food pantry for students.

CARDINAL COMMUNIQUE
january 2021

In a school year unlike any other, I want to express my
deepest gratitude for the students, families, staff, and
community that support our schools.The teachers at C. H.
Campbell spent the summer preparing for the challenges
that would await them in the Fall.The result was a model of
instruction that supported families both inside and outside
of the traditional classroom. Our support staff have been
working diligently to keep our school sanitized, our families
connected, and our students learning safely. Additionally,
through a generous donation, we have established a food
pantry to help support our families. I am humbled to
watch our community come together during this difficult
time. Thank you and I look forward to the next half of the
school year.
Sincerely,
Travis W. Lavery

Ms.Snyder and Miss Todd collaborated to organize
the 2nd Annual Giving Tree. Items collected were
donated to Akron Children’s Hospital for children
who spent the holiday season in the hospital.

The annual Halloween parade brought an array of
costumes and our students were excited to dress up.
L-R Chelsea Flynn, Josephine Laraway, Aalyah Heeren,
Jackson Rowlett, Michael Smallwood

Mrs. Hockensmith is driving the STEAM Bus into
classrooms for special activities on Halloween.

William DeSiato enjoying a game of kickball with
others during outside recess.
Our Art classes created beautiful sidewalk art around
the building. The students enjoyed seeing the designs
and messages as they entered the building.

Ryah Pavkovich building
a tree during STEAM
(Science,
Technology,
Engineering, the Arts
and Mathematics) class.

Students celebrated Start with Hello Week by having
a crazy sock day. Wearing crazy socks provided
students with a common topic they could use to talk
to new people.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SUBSTITUTES,
YOUR DEDICATION IS APPRECIATED.
Eli Mains is drawing his own version of The Mona Lisa
during Art class.

Our cafeteria staff
prepares student
lunches and Mrs.
Klein delivers them
to classrooms each
day.

www.canfieldschools.net
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It is a privilege to serve Hilltop Elementary School and the
Canfield community as principal. I consider it an honor
to have the opportunity to lead a school with such a
longstanding history in academics.The privilege of working
with such a talented and dedicated faculty and staff, a
tremendous student body, and a supportive network of
parents and community members will only help push
Hilltop towards new heights. The teachers, staff and
administration at Hilltop are committed to providing high
quality education that will meet the needs and interests
of all the students. Each educator is student-centered and
has been challenged to engage students and provide an
optimal learning environment. We are Hilltop Strong.
Sincerely,
Mr. Flood

Makenna Giilmartin and Mr. Flood on Jersey Day at
Hilltop. This was a big success with teams from all
sports.

Students get to use all five senses to learn in an
outdoor classroom! The classroom was first created
in the 80’s by a former teacher and the Eagle Scouts.
The classroom has recently been “renovated” or
cleaned up thanks to the efforts of staff, community
members, and local businesses. The volunteers have
cleared the area around the seats and created a
walking trail. Hilltop’s goal is to have additional
benches, a second seating area, birdhouses, feeders,
plants, seeds, and raised garden areas.

Logan Rupert, Adam Rupp and Bryn Novotny all
dressed up for Halloween fun!

Ms. Rabovsky and Ms. Scott disguised as Daphne and
Velma from Scooby Doo for Halloween.
Thank you to our custodial staff, teachers, and
volunteers who helped assemble desk shields for our
littlest Cards.
Mrs. Rupp’s first grade class hosts a virtual Halloween
celebration complete with costumes and activities.
Left to right starting in the back: Mrs. Rupp, Gabriel
Mikulka, Issa Rafeedie, Josie Terry, Sean Volovar,
Giovanna Sebastiani, Charlotte Russell, Olivia
Zimmerman, and Maddox Richards

The district wide
Pink Out was a
success.
Check
out Willow Miller
front and center
supporting Breast
Cancer Awareness.
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Our fourth grade physical education class is working on
coordination skills as they socially distance for games.

www.canfieldschools.net

Our third grade Hilltoppers replaced Cardinal red
with pink for Breast Cancer Awareness. ( Left to right
starting with the back are Camden Rodgers, Kallan
Slagle, Zack Fyock, Grace Black, Cole Toot, Addison
Dill, Bryn Novotny, Alexa Stredni, and Eleanor Ignazio)

CARDINAL COMMUNIQUE
january 2021

The Cardinal Digital Academy is an online alternative
to in-person learning during the current pandemic and
beyond. The first year of the Cardinal Digital Academy
has been a huge success not only due to the hard work
of the staff and students but also due to the support
of our parents. We currently have approximately
400 students enrolled in the CDA in Kindergarten
through twelfth grade. We are using Canfield teachers
to facilitate the delivery of high-quality education to
Canfield students and will continue to offer the option
for on-line learning well beyond the 2020-2021 school
year.
Educationally,
Joe Maroni

Our first graders enjoyed a cross curricular activity by
designing gingerbread people, writing about them, and
sharing with each other. The students enjoy getting to
know their classmates through activities like this.

Not only did our teachers spend
hours converting lessons to fit the
virtual world, they also spent time
handing out schedules, materials and
technology to our Cardinal Digital
Academy students and parents before
school started.

THANK YOU
Mr. Moldovan,
CHS Principal,
for helping with
the scheduling
of our high
school Cardinal
Digital Academy
students.

Nature
helps
math standards
come to life.
Brooks Bentley
is sorting and
graphing leaves.

Logan Kapalko made
an anemometer for
a weather unit and
shared it with her
online class. This
is an instrument
that measures wind
speed and wind
pressure.

What’s better than
hot
chocolate?
Hot chocolate and
a book. Gracie
Tallman
enjoyed
both
for
her
December Reading
Choice Board.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
FALL ATHLETES NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL AAC

Hard work from
Dom Palma and
the entire Boys
Soccer
Team.
They finished this
season 9-5-4.

Check out Mrs. Bartell instructing her online
students using a variety of technology.

ATHLETICS

• Cross Country: Nick Plant, Blake Baker, Cameron Burnett, Delaney O’Brien
• Golf: Nick Beistel, Connor Daggett, Bryce Daggett, Jackie Kinnick,
Eileen McHale, Madison Murphy, Ava Staebler, Haley Tisone
• Tennis: Anna Kan, Gia Francisco, Amelia Francisco
• Volleyball: Abbie Householder
• Soccer: Ibrahim Barakat, Joe Backhaus, Morgan Carey, Marissa Ieraci,
Mike Mercure, Cadin Tsvetkoff, Lauren Yohman
• Football: Michael Minenok, Nick Hewko, Toby Smith, Chris Sammarone,
Ethan Fletcher, Jonathan Schmidt

Huge smiles from
Ava Staebler as
the Girls Golf
Team finished as
AAC
Champs,
2nd at Sectionals
& 8th at Districts.
Way to go!

The creativity of our
online students is quite
impressive. Chase Turek
built his own windsock
to measure wind speed
and direction.

Congratulations to Coach Phil
Simone for his 350th career victory
and to the Girls Soccer team. They
made it to the District Finals and
also successfully won 9 consecutive
AAC Championships!

Matt
Miller
finished
strong
with the Boys
Cross Country
team. The team
ended the season
as AAC Champs!
Special Congrats
to State Qualifier
Nick Plant.

Grace Rosko played hard along
with the entire Volleyball team. They
finished in the District Semifinals and
were AAC Champs.

www.canfieldschools.net

Bryce
Daggett
fueling along with
the Boys Golf Team.
The team ended
the season as the
AAC Champs and
finished 3rd at
Sectionals.

Congratulations to the varsity Football
team with a 6-0 record in the regular
season as well as playing in the Division
III Regional Finals. Nice job!
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CANFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
100 WADSWORTH STREET
CANFIELD, OH 44406
ECRWSS

********ECRWSSEDDM****
Residential Customer

MAKE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE, YOUTUBE CHANNEL,
AND ARMSTRONG 201, TO WATCH THE HOLIDAY VIRTUAL
BAND AND CHOIR CONCERTS.

YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED!

L-R: Simon Kovass and Mr. Tim Elder

WE

CHS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE MEMBERS
L-R : Grace Li, Grace Cummings, Kate Kadilak,
Abby Ambrose, Abbie Householder, Lauren Jones

OUR PTA
VISIT THEIR WEBSITE AT

HTTPS://CANFIELDPTA.ORG/

THANK YOU

Canfield Police Department, Sheriff’s Department, and
Ohio State Highway Patrol for having an extra presence
on and around our bus stops and routes for National
School Bus Safety Week. The theme was “Red Lights
Mean STOP!” The week is an excellent way for parents,
students, teachers, motorists, school bus operators, school
administrators, and community members to join forces
and address the importance of school bus safety.
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